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Same District - Chanjale Same Seminary 

 Chanjale Same Seminary accommodates both male and 
female students and is overseen by Reverend Frank, who has a 
high commitment to environmental education that will impart 
the practical and theoretical knowledge that is needed to have 
long term effect into adulthood. The seminary is located in the 
Mwanga District of Tanzania at an altitude of 1012m in an 

area that has favorable drainage for the support of indigenous 
species.  
 Reverend Frank has also initiated tree planting campaigns 
in neighboring villages surrounding the school. Last year he 
instituted a program to plant indigenous trees along the village 
roads and sent a proposal to the ABCP requesting tree seed-
lings for that purpose. The seminary students at the school 
have planted hundreds of trees and are enthusiastic about being 
part of such initiatives.   

 

ABCP Planting Projects - 2020-2021 

 During the spring planting season of 2021, the ABCP distributed tree seedlings to 
15 schools in the districts of Rombo, Mwanga, Same and Arumeru in northern Tanza-
nia. These schools have dedicated principals and teachers who not only teach environ-
mental principles to their students but are often voices for the implementation of sus-
tainable practices within the larger community. Michael and Cyril Chuwa, ABCP di-
rectors, are also forming liaisons with District Environmental Officers who suggest 
schools that are appropriate for tree planting programs. There is a growing awareness 
throughout the area of the vital importance of planting trees to address problems of 
climate change and soil conservation for the improvement of livelihood strategies.  
 The preponderance of the trees planted are African blackwood, but other species 
are also supplied, like mahogany, avocado, guava and grevillea oak, which address a 
number of domestic needs for timber, medicines, food and fuel. In the future the 
ABCP also plans to offer fruit trees, which will have a large appeal in helping with 
food needs in our targeted areas.  
 The ABCP extends its gratitude to the 
teachers and students who have been so help-
ful in organizing tree planting initiatives and 
in sharing their ideas.  

The ABCP receives support from France’s leading woodwind manufacturers, Buffet Crampon, Henri Selmer Paris, Marigaux 

and F. Lorée, who work in association with CSFI, which is organizing efforts for mpingo conservation. 

French musical instrument groups ALADFI, UNFI and APLG are also supporters. 

(Left): Girl’s 
Dormitory at 
Chanjale Semi-
nary. 
 
(Right): Fr. Frank 
(b.l.) and stu-
dents at Chan-
jale unloading 
tree seedlings 
from ABCP 
nursery deliv-
ered by Michael 
Chuwa. (t.l.). 
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Michael Chuwa (ct) and teachers at Makiba 
Primary School in Kikatiti Ward show the 
excellent growth of Dalbergia melanoxylon 
tree planted on school grounds in 2018. 
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Rombo District - Ikuini Primary School 

 The teachers and students at Ikuini Primary School have been 
working with the ABCP since 2019, planting primarily mpingo trees 
on their school grounds and surrounding acreage. Located in Rombo 
district, it is a government school with a favorable environment for 
growing mpingo. Its headmaster, Mr. Fadhili Kidaya, his education 
coordinator, Michael Raphael and environmental teacher, Adieli 
Azaliwa, have inspired the students and other teachers to take an 
active interest by including conservation studies as part of the curric-
ulum and establishing programs for environmental sustainability.  
 As part of its community outreach Mr. Kidaya also contacted Fr. 
Richard, the leader of a neighboring missionary school, Ikuini Parish 
School, informing him about the work of the ABCP and suggesting 
that the school also involve its student population in tree planting 
activities.  The ABCP delivered seedlings to Ikuini Parish School in 
the spring and looks forward to a continuing association. 

Kivisini Primary School 
Kivisini Primary has a good environment and weather con-
ditions for the success of tree planting at the school. Its envi-
ronmental teacher is dedicated to instilling a sound environ-
mental ethic in the student population.   

 

Mr. Fadhili Kidaya (rt) is the headmaster of Ikuini Primary 
school. Together with Mr. Michael Raphael (lt) Education Co-
ordinator, they inspect mpingo tree from ABCP nursery.  

Majenga Primary School 
Majenga Primary schoolteacher sensitizes students on the 
importance of tree planting for environmental protection and 
the best methods for replanting mpingo seedlings on the 
school grounds.  

Environmental teacher at Ikuini, Adieli Azaliwa, assists stu-
dents in unloading mpingo and other tree seedlings from 
ABCP Land cruiser. 

Above: ABCP mpingo trees planted on Ikuini school 
grounds in 2019 show significant growth. 
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 Arumeru District is located west of Moshi in the foothills 
of Mt. Meru. The ABCP has been working with schools in this 
area for many years. It is an area well known for its Maasai 
pastoral groups, called the Arashans or Waarusha. It is a pros-
perous area because of the tourists who visit the scenic sites 
and game parks in the area. Mt. Kilimanjaro, north of Moshi 
and Mt. Meru, north of Arusha, are popular climbing destina-
tions. In past times mpingo was prolific here because there are 
quite favorable conditions for its growth.  
 The ABCP works with both Valesca Primary (above) and 
Valesca Secondary schools. The trees at these schools have 
been properly tended and have become well established. Naza-
reth Primary (right) is a smaller school in Arumeru that has 
also been diligent in its care for trees planted on school lands.  
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Kitoghoto Primary School 
 Kitoghoto is an all-boys school located near the border of 
Kenya. Students at the school are being introduced to mpingo 
planting for the first time. 

Arumeru District - Valesca Primary and Secondary Schools and Nazareth Primary School  

Kifaru Primary School 
 Kifaru Primary School lies in a geographic area that has 
been targeted by the government as one in need of remedia-
tion. Consequently, for schools and civic groups in the area 
there is a high motivation for tree planting initiatives.  Stu-
dents shown below and teacher (on left) will care for the 
mpingo seedlings until they are able to survive on their own. 
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Rombo District - Fr. Antipas Kilasara 

 Fr. Antipas KIlasara is a parish priest at Mtimhoo Parish 
and the principle of Mtimhoo Primary School. He is both a 
knowledgeable agriculturist and a highly motivated environ-
mentalist. Within the local community he offers guidance in 
designing and implementing wise land use policies and resto-
ration programs for areas that have suffered deforestation.  
 During the past year the church has established an outsta-
tion on nearby lands, and this has extended the amount of land 
available to the parish. Part of the acreage has been designated 
for crop cultivation and the remainder for reforestation. Fr. 
Kilasara is working with the school staff and village leaders to 
design a plan for this acreage. Many of the trees designated for 
replanting are indigenous valuable hardwood species such as 
mpingo, which are able to thrive in the local sub-humid climat-
ic conditions. Since 2019 the ABCP has supplied 1,000 
mpingo seedlings Fr; Kilasara’s restoration projects.  
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Kwanyange Primary School 

 Teachers (on the left) and students (below) at Kwanyange 
Primary School in Mwanga have worked with the ABCP for 
several years and have planted over 500 mpingo trees on their 
school compound. 

Left: Fr. Kilasara (rt) gives Michael Chuwa (lt) a tour of the parish 
farmlands and explains the plan he has drawn up for its future 
use. Below: Students of Mtimhoo Primary School with ABCP 
mpingo trees for replanting.   
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 During the second half of the year, the ABCP began con-
struction on a new building at the Mijongweni Mpingo Plot. 
This will be used as a residence for workers and also as a 
meeting place for instructional programs for students and vol-
unteers. It will also be a teaching site for nursery workers who 
wish to learn ABCP techniques for the propagation of mpingo 
seedlings. The objective is to influence more nurseries to culti-
vate the species, thereby giving it a wider distribution. Mpingo 
has traditionally been considered difficult to grow, but the 
ABCP has developed an excellent methodology in its propaga-
tion and distribution of seedlings. The meeting hall will facili-
tate the ability of the staff to convey this information while 
offering hands-on training sessions in the nursery. 

 Many people within Tanzania are not aware of the interna-
tional uses of mpingo and the commercial value of the tree. By 
disseminating information on these two points, the ABCP 
hopes to influence more citizens to assist in its work. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Please accept my tax-deductible donation to ABCP in the amount of:          $_____________ 

DONATIONS MAY ALSO BE MADE ONLINE AT: http://www.blackwoodconservation.org/donate/ 

The ABCP accepts contributions through PayPal, the PayPal Giving Fund and AmazonSmile. 

• DONATION FORM • 

(100% OF FUNDING COLLECTED IS SENT   
TO SUPPORT THE PROJECT IN AFRICA) 

Mail this form and donation to: 

ABCP c/o Bette Stockbauer 
P.O. Box 26 

Red Rock, TX 78662 USA 

NAME:_______________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:____________________________________________ 

CITY:______________________STATE:______ZIP:_________ 

EMAIL:______________________________________________ 

Please make check or money order payable to ABCP. 
Thank you for your support. 

AFRICAN BLACKWOOD CONSERVATION PROJECT    

 

Building Project at the ABCP Mijongweni Mpingo Nursery Plot 
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Below: ABCP Mijongweni building site: Foundation stones (lt); 
Building in progress (rt). 

Mpingo seed are sprouted in a seedbed and then transplanted 
into containers. Above Cyril Chuwa transplants seedlings. 
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So that  

the song 

of the  

Tree of Music  

will not go 

silent... 

 The CSFI (https://www.csfi-musique.fr/) was founded in 1890 as an umbrella organization to support the music industry 
in France. CSFI is not itself involved in instrument making but rather acts as a liaison organization for manufacturers, arti-
sans, technicians, distributors and exporters to promote their interests and establish programs for their common good. In 
2019, the year after Buffet Crampon began funding our work in Tanzania, it generously offered to organize fund-raising 
efforts for the ABCP within the music industry. Through the years it has spearheaded numerous important programs to influ-
ence the involvement of students in music. In 1999 it launched a program called “Orchestre à L'école” (Orchestra at School). 
This initiative has created student orchestras in schools throughout France which offer students the opportunities and bene-
fits of a musical education through the direct experience of playing an instrument in a school orchestra.  By 2021, over 1.000 
such orchestras had been created and almost 100,000 children had benefited from the initiative.  
 Another program called “How it Works” conducts small workshops to introduce children to a variety of musical instru-
ments by showing their working mechanisms and offering a hands-on opportunity to play. Each June the CSFI also hosts 
“Osez la Musique” (Dare to Music), an event that organizes introductory 
workshops, demonstrations, lectures and meetings with musicians. 
 CSFI also keeps abreast of inter- national regulations for wood and 
chemical use and publishes guidelines for instrument makers on its website. 
In 2019 after CITES, the international organization regulating trade in endan-
gered plant and animal species, im- posed strict limitations on the cross-
border transfer of musical instruments, the CSFI, in association with interna-
tional partners, proposed a framework that would help musicians, manufac-
turers and regulators alike, to stream- line requirements for the transport of 
finished instruments. This was accept- ed by CITES and has significantly 
reduced paperwork and time delays for both the music industry and regu-
latory authorities. (See story in the 2019 ABCP newsletter.)   

CSFI - Chambre Syndicale de la Facture Instrumentale 
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Logo of the “Orchestra at School” project. 


